Why Do I need a Permrt?

There are many lmportant reasons to obtam burld;ng permrts and to have |nspec~
trons performed for your conetrucﬁlon project

Protects property values L

i Your home is typ;ca!ty your Iargest :nvestment If your constructron project dees not

comply with the building codes, your investment could lase value. if others in your
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neighborhood make unsafe or substandard changes fo their homes, it could lower

the resale values for the entire commumty

"Submrt 2 .complete sets of -
- required information. .
“Draw a floor plan wrth

‘dimensions to scale, sho_wrng .

the layout of the entire :

‘basement. Label the use for.
all of the rooms Dlstmgursh
existing from new and fi mshed
from unfinished. -

Show electrical outiets emoke_

detectors, lighting, fans,
plumbing modifications,
cleanouts, furnace and water
heater. Indicate whether
equipment is electric or gas.
List window sizes and types,
identify emergency escape
and rescue windows. - -
ldentify modifications to the
existing structure such as
posts, beams and floor joists.
Indicate where dropped ceiling
areas are less than 7 feet.
Show clearance around the
tub and fixtures,

SAFEbullt.

Savos Money

Homeowners ansuranoe poE:ores may not pay for damages caueed by work done
wrthout permtts and mspections o

Makes Sellmg Property Easier

Lsstrng assoolattons require owners to d;sciose any home mprovements or reparrs
and whether permits were obtained. Many financial institufions will not finance a
purchase without proof of a fina! inspection. If you decide to sell a home or building
that has had modifications without a permit, you may be requlred to tear down the .
add:'ﬁon !eave it unoccupled or do costly repalrs o .

w ':_ improves safety

Your permrt allows the bur!dmg department to mspect for potentla! hazards and un-,
safe construction, By ensuring your project meets the minimum building code stan-

|| dards of safety, the building depariment can reduce the risk of fire, structural col- -

lapse and other issues that might resuit in costly repairs, injuries and even death.
inspections complement the contracior's experience and act as a system of checks
and balances that can result ina safer pro;ect ' :

it's the Law

Permits are requrred by Ord:nance Work WIthout a permit may be subject to re-
moval or other costly remedies.

Tips on hiring contractors

+ Get af least 3 bids.
+ Get 3 references, and ask to see a project.

¢  Get it in writing, but before you 51gn the contract make sure you compieteiy
understand. :

+ Do not make final payment until you have recefved a Cemﬁcate of Occupancy {€O)
or untit final inspections have passed '

¢ Have the contractor apply for the required permits,
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. Cellmg He:ghts

" hard-wired with a battery backup and interconnected with

- _hal!s anhd on each level, : _ _ R
. co Detectors CIO detectors shall be placed w:thm 15‘ of

. battefy aperated plug in type or combination smoke!co detectors_ :
ks _-hard WIred :nto ’the houses e]ectncal system :

i .fFuel Burnmg Apphances

LOPAGEZ - RESIDENTIAL BASEMENT FINISH - .
| . Basement Flmsh Regmrem@nts - 2
EGRESS WINDOW WELL B Emergencyﬁscape #nd RB'SGUE V\"ufldo»;:ismugtmesa_l{ﬂée;’ollcwing eriteria: Emergency EscapeS'
S -Aminimum fota) openable area of not less Than B
. Q{,%s wié_mw '{W"!f?gfl p;ﬂ;ihﬁtiia ng?inﬁn‘:m “;rmioe S.F ﬁ\;;hg & minimum Senropenag:e raigit omdless N x - o _AH baseme?is and sleeping
. iniivir dinigtstin of 36" and shall enible the open -Asdpinsm slear openable vidth of not less han 207 7
the dspth of the window Watl excesds 447, 2 parmaoeay effied dder | . finighad sit hens;ﬁcf aatera than 44" abave the floor and should - JOOms mus ave an emergency.
jmwate provkiod, ke |addetmust rot Intedfers wilh the windaw. baopenable from the inside without the uﬂaafakay,tods spéc:al R, .ESC_QP_E WlndOW or ex_t_erior _ dOQT
I ' s Lo knmedgeoreﬁoft e . -_Emergency escape windows :
L Examplesofcompiing -+ F—=———1 . ‘with a sill height below grade
ff,f\';i';ﬁ;‘“,;";giﬁ‘;g";’; S o heightandvidi _ o - must be provided with an emer- .
. D e N N AN - gency escape window as well as
. T AT operatle - ladder, ‘For details on Emer-
Nopenstie < | | .arzz ff?-. ~ gency escape windows, see
. w57 waAy “Ineor . . -Section R310 of the Internatlona!
- fadderor stalf m!uedl.uer‘cmaﬂ\a N /.sg. LN i : o : RESIdentlai Code .
maxlmnmlﬁ"fmalherequmd S R i ] ’ o
‘i e - = "
i o Wi, sze WidoW 10 24" et o, g;:“s‘gggn@vror—o Xr

* elear belght

if the finished ceiling will be iess than ?’ please consuit your
Buﬂdmg Depar’tment E

--Smoke Aiarms. S i
-Smoke alarms are requwed in all basements If the fi mshed
basement contains a sleeping room, a smoke alarm must be
installed on the ceiling or wall in the sleeping room and in the :
hallway or area immediately outside of the s!eepmg room.

Smoke alarms added to satisfy the above requirements must be _

existing smoke alarms, ‘Smoke alarms are required to be
hardwired and interconnected in new AND exnstmg bedrooms

entrances of all bedrooms mciud:ng ali floors. Detectors may be

. lnsulation. R43

Furnaces and water heaters cannoi he iocateci ina bed—room or -
bathroom unless appliances are instalied in a dedicated ..
enclosure in which all combustion air is taken directly from
outdoors and a weather striipped sofid door equipped with an
approved self closing device is installed. ¥the furnace

o Operate prdpériy. A minimum of 30" clear working space must
- be provided in front of furnaces and water heaters. Maintenance or

removal of each appliance must be possible without removing the
other or dlsturbmg walls, p:pmg, valves Wll‘mg and Junctmn boxes

; Fure Blockmg ' ' P '
Fire Blocking must be. |nstailed in concealed spac:es of wood furred
- walls at the ceiling level, at 10’ intervals along the length of the wall

and at all mterconnecisons of concealed vertical and horizontal

. spaces such as intersection of stud walls and soffits or dropped o
- ceifings. " A detail of typical fire blocking is included in this handout.

- Fire blocks may be constructed of 1-1/2" lumber, 3/4” plywood or

: parlicle board, 1/2" gypsum board or fi berglass msuEa’uon 16”
L mmrmum in helght secureiy fastened . S

' ;Space under Stairs: L ' ' :
~If the area under the stairs is enc!osed useable space protect the _

waEls and celllng wuth 112” gypsum board

' Bathrooms

Tollets must bé'pro\nded W|th a mimmum of 24" in front of the tmiet

~>and 15" from the center of the toilet to any sidewal| or other .
L obstructton Showers shall have a minimum inside dimension of
. 900 square inches. A ventilation fan is required in toilet rooms and

bathrooms with unopenable windows. The fan must be vented to

o the extenor of the bun!dmg and not fo termmate within 3’ of an '
| -opening. '

and water heater are being enclosed adequate

1
combustien air must be provided for these appliances }ﬁample
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